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The Yolo Land Trust is a

California nonprofit public benefit
corporation, founded in 1988 by

an innovative group of farmers,
ranchers, community leaders

and conservationists dedicated

to protecting Yolo County’s land
resources. The Yolo Land Trust has
helped landowners place conservation
easements on 52 parcels throughout
Yolo County, permanently conserving
nearly 10,000 acres of land for future
generations. These farms remain
privately owned and operated. The
Yolo Land Trust is conserving land
today that will shape the character of
Yolo County for centuries.

For more information on the Yolo Land
Trust or to receive YLT E-News visit
www.yololandtrust.org or provide us
with your email address on the enclosed
remit envelope.

Protecting Yolo County land for over 20 years.
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Hedgerows in Yolo County

Hedgerow planted between farm fields on the Harrison Farm

By Margo Heekin

One of our local treasures are our beautiful
and functional ‘hedgerows. Hedgerows
provide benefits to Yolo County residents
and the local farmers and landowners who
install them; as well provide shelter and
food for wildlife and pollinators. We are
also fortunate to have local organizations
that promote, install, provide seeds/plants,
or provide hands on education regarding the
installation of hedgerows.

A hedgerow is traditionally defined as a
linear planting of vegetation including trees,
shrubs, forbs and grasses, that forms a border
along farm edges; originally these were used
to divide fields, mark property boundaries
and control livestock.

I attended a recent hedgerow workshop put
on by the Yolo County Resource Conservation
District about the benefits and installation
of hedgerows. Hedgerows stabilize the soil,
provide ground cover, improve water quality
(along slopes and ditches and roads), and
provide wildlife habitat. In addition, I learned
that hedgerows planted with native plants
and the right mix of vegetation will bloom
almost year round and provide a continuous
food source of nectar and pollen attractive to
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pollinators and beneficial insects. Hedgerows
planted with native plants not only attract
beneficial insects, they reduce the pest
population in the hedgerow and in the adjacent
crops as well. Pollinators are essential to
human life and include bees (both native bees
and honeybees), butterflies, hummingbirds,
moths, wasps, flies, and beetles that move
pollen between flowers enabling them to
produce seeds. The economic value to our
pollinator dependent crops (e.g. almonds) is
vitally important to Yolo County’s agriculture.

One of our local conservation easement
landowners, Mark and Karen Harrison,
are very dedicated to the planting of native
plants to benefit the local wildlife and
beneficial insects. On a recent tour of their
working farm with Karen and her son Owen,
Karen described their continuing efforts to
plant native trees, shrubs and grasses, and
remove invasive plants. Otters have come
up from nearby Cache Creek to their pond,
and we saw a great white heron resting on
a log that they added to the pond. Wildlife
frequent the hedgerow planting including
deer, turkeys, bobcat and raprors including
Swainson hawks.

Continued on page 2
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Hedgerows in Yolo County
(Continued from page 1)

Local and online resources to learn more about
hedgerows include: John Anderson of Hedgerow
Farms has been promoting hedgerows and providing
native seed and plants for hedgerows since the 1980s
(www.hedgerowfarms.com). The Yolo County Resource
Conservation District (www.yolocountyrcd.org) holds
hedgerow workshops and installs hedgerows. The Xerces
Society (www.xerces.org) has excellent resources to
attract pollinators to your garden: Pollinator Conservation
Three Simple Steps to Help Bees and Butterflies. Rachael
Long is a farmer and a Pest Management Advisor
with the California Cooperative Extension and has
researched and written articles about insectary hedgerows
including: Establishing Hedgerows on Farms in California
(http://anrcatalog.ucdavis.edu/pdf/8390.pdf).

The

provides an excellent brochure: Hedgerows Benefits to
Farmers/Benefits to Wildlife http:/[www.rcdsantacruz.org/

Santa Cruz Resource Conservation District

Name Yolo Land Trust As Your

Margaret Heiser Fulton
Attorney at Law

Every gift to the Yolo Land
Trust ensures that farmland
conserved today remains as
farmland for your children,
grandchildren and on into
perpetuity. One easy way to
make a legacy gift for farmland
conservation is to designate the
Yolo Land Trust as a beneficiary
of your individual retirement account (IRA). You can
designate YLT as the beneficiary of your entire IRA or a
percentage of your account, and the designated amount
will be transferred to YLT upon your passing.

As you may know, nearly all IRAs, with the exception
of Roth IR As, are funded with pre-tax dollars. While tax
deferral makes retirement accounts an excellent vehicle
for retirement savings, when these assets are distributed to
you, or your individual beneficiaries after your death, the
distributions will generally be treated as ordinary income
to the recipient and are subject to income tax.

If you name a charity, such as Yolo Land Trust, as the
beneficiary of your IRA, income tax will never be paid
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Karen Harrison pointing out deer tracks in the hedgerow
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media/brochures/pdf/Hedgerow_Brochure.pdf).
Native Nursery in Chico (www.floralnativenursery.com)
provides native plants on a retail basis, and Cornflower
Farms in Elk Grove (www.cornflowerfarms.com) will

design and plant hedgerows.

IRA Beneficiary and Save Taxes

on those funds because charities are exempt from paying
income tax. Therefore, Yolo Land Trust will receive 100%
of the IRA proceeds. If however, you leave the IRA to
any non-charitable beneficiary, including your child, the
beneficiary will only receive the net amount of proceeds
after income tax has been paid.

For example, if a $100,000 IRA is transferred to
a charity, the charity will receive the full $100,000.
However, if the $100,000 IRA is transferred to your
child who is in the 35% tax bracket, and your child
immediately cashes out the IRA, the child will pay
$35,000 in income tax and will receive only $65,000
of the IRA proceeds. While a rollover of the IRA to a
spouse, or the “stretch-out” of the IRA by your child
will delay the IRA distribution, and therefore delay the
payment of income tax, ultimately, income tax will be
paid by the non-charitable beneficiary. Clearly, IRA
assets are excellent assets to use for a charitable bequest
at your death.

If an individual has an estate subject to Federal estate
tax, the IRA could be subjected to both estate tax and
income tax. However, if a charity is the designated
beneficiary of the IRA, the estate will receive a charitable
deduction for the IRA amount received by the charity

Continued on page 3

www. YoloLandTrust.org



SPRING 2012

Name Yolo Land Trust As Your IRA Beneficiary and Save Taxes

(Continued from page 2)

and estate taxes may be substantially reduced. Planning
for estate tax reduction is very complex, so if you are
concerned about estate tax, you should discuss the impact
of this charitable deduction with your attorney.

Designation of a charitable beneficiary on your IRA
is easy. You can contact the financial institution holding
your IRA and request them to send you a form to change
the designated beneficiary on your IRA to a charity. If
you are married, you may want to leave your spouse as the
primary beneficiary of the IRA but designate a charity,
such as the Yolo Land Trust, as the secondary beneficiary
with the knowledge that YLT will receive 100% of those
dollars if your spouse dies before you. Other assets,
such as farmland, non-IRA investments, or Roth IRA
proceeds may be more suitable assets for your children
or other heirs to receive since, under most circumstances,
the beneficiaries will not have to pay income tax on

these assets. As always, we encourage you to review your
individual situation with your estate planning attorney or
financial planning professional before naming a charity
as a beneficiary of your IRA.

At this time, the income tax advantage we have
discussed only applies if you name a charity to receive
the IRA proceeds at your death. Naming a charity as an
IRA beneficiary does appeal to many donors since the
charity receives dollars that would otherwise be paid in
California and Federal income tax if the IRA is given to
other beneficiaries. Please contact me at 530-823-2010 if
you would like additional information on this subject, or
Michele Clark at 530-662-1110 for information on Yolo
Land Trust’s planned giving program.

Margaret Heiser Fulton is an attorney with Robinson,
Lyon & Fulton in Auburn, CA. She can be reached at
530-823-2010.

JOIN US /o
BEES, BERRIES
& BOUQUETS

JUNE 3, 2012 AT BUTLER FARM, MADISON
FROM 3 PM.TO 6 PM.

A SUNDAY AFTERNOON CELEBRATION OF LAND CONSERVATION.
LEARN ABOUT BEES AND MAKING HONEY. ENJOY STRAWBERRIES,
SPRINGTIME TREATS AND YOLO COUNTY WINES.

TICKETS ARE $30.00. GO T0 YOLOLANDTRUST.0RG
OR CALL 530-662-1110 FOR RESERVATIONS.

All Photos By: Phil Hogan

DONORS & SPONSORS
JULY |, 2011 TO DECEMBER 31, 2011

Agriculture Industries, Inc.
Allied Propane Service, Inc
Amistad Ranches

Cort Anastasio

Marsha & John Anderson
James & Rosalina Barrett
Bender Rosenthal, Inc

Kristen & Alan Bennett

Ed & Carol Beoshanz

John & Chrstine Bruhn
Stephen Brush

Margaret Burns & Roy Belhorn
Lewis Butler

BZ Bee Pollination, Inc
California Farm Bureau Federation
California Rangeland Trust
California Rice Commission
Chamberlain Farms

Carolyn Chamberlain

James & Lucinda Childress
Citrona Farms LLC

Bruce & Judy Clark

Gift to Honor Bruce & Judy Clark
Michele Clark & Paul Simmons
Katharine Ashley Cobb
Conaway Preservation Group
Harold Crawford & Kathy Ward
Paul Cultrera

Davids Engineering, Inc

Davis Bike Club

| Elizabeth Davis
' Davis Food Co-op

Lester & Mary De Wall

Dixon Ridge Farms

Val Dolcini & Solveig Monson
Rex Dufour

Harrison Dunning

James & Deborah Durst
Linda Elliott

E & J Farms

Eureka Seeds

Farm Credit West

H Peter & Marilyn Faye

Gail & Rob Feenstra

First Northern Bank

Susan Fong

Beth Gabor

Judy Gabor

Ken Giles

Marnelle Gleason

Gold Oak Ranch

Gregory Farms

Judi Hadfield

Brad Hall & Jo Ann Campbell
Marion Hamilton

Kelly & Alexander Harcourt
Blake & Melissa Harlan
Harrison, Temblador, Hungerford & Johnson
David Harzoff

Hedgerow Farms

Holt of California

Dan & Sarah Hrdy

Peter & Debbie Hunter

Inn at Park Winters, LLC
Interwest Insurance Services, Inc
Richard & Rebecca Jenness
Mark Jungerman

Barbara Kendrick

Jessica & Dennis Kilkenny
Charlotte Kimball

Stephen & Theresa Laugenour
Tami Leathers

Lester Farms

Judy & Paul Lester

John & Lyn Lofland

LPL Financial

lan Macgregor & Susan Garbini
Whitman Manley

Bob Marr

T.R. & Dorothy Martin/Martin Ranch
Martinez Orchards, Inc.
Martinez Ranches, Inc.

Jack & Charlotte Mast
McMahon-Graf Partners Limited

Continued on page 4
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

CONGRESSIONAL SUPPORT hL.anldov‘\iml:rs dcan 'retire the devel.opment rights on
FOR LAND CONSERVATION their land by donating a conservation easement to a

conservation organization such as Yolo Land Trust.

Bothsides of the United States House of Representatives Thes}(:l V(jl%ntary agreerr;;:rits (l:l e con;e{vci( farfn ar}lld
agree that land conservation is important. Congressmen ~ fachiand important to folo Lounty while keeping the

Mike Thompson (D-Napa, CA) and Jiz Geilach land in productive private ownership and on the County
(RPA) have authored legislation that garnered 300 r?lls. H.R. 1964 will help famil?es conserve tbeir
House co-sponsors, including majorities of Democrats working farms and ranches by restoring tax incentives

and Republicans, to restore policies for permanent land :_md allowing them to dfeduct 4 larger portion of their
. income over a longer period of time.
conservation.

Thanks to thoughtful and generous landowners and
a helping hand from Congress, we’ll be able to conserve
even more working farms and ranches for our children

and grandchildren.

The Conservation Easement Incentive Act, H.R.
1964, seeks to make permanent a tax incentive for
land conservation that expired last year. The incentive
enhances federal tax benefits for landowners who donate
conservation easements.

DONORS & SPONSORS - JULY I, 2011 TO DECEMBER 31, 2011 (continued from page 3)

Juli & Craig McNamara PG&E Wilson & Kathryn Smith Wild West Payroll - Cio Perez

Greg & Patty Merwin Harry Pollack Somach, Simmons & Dunn Wildlands, Inc

Katherine Merwin Herb & Lynnel Pollock Tom & Margaret Stallard Arnie Wolf

Microp Limited Roger Rehm Stoel Rives, LLP Woodland Tractor & Equipment Co, Inc
Howard & Deborah Miller Nora & Bill Reinert Casey & Angie Stone Woodside Electronics Corp

Ken Monroe Remy, Thomas, Moose & Manley, LLP Henry Stone Richard & Judith Wydick

Monsanto Company Henry Rodegerdts Cass Sylvia & Craig Reynolds Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation

Donald Morrill Roger & Ann Romani Denise Tebbs Yolo Arts

Peter & Marilyn Moyle Richard & Evelyne Rominger A. Teichert & Son, Inc. Yolo Community Foundation

Joe Muller & Sons Noami Rosen & Bryan Weare Helen & Cap Thomson Yolo County Farm Bureau

John D & Hildur Murphy Trust In memory of Frances & Arthur Rosen Kim & Trish Timothy Yolo County Flood Control & Water Conservation
Pierre Neu Sacramento Natural Foods Co-op Inc Bob Traverso Yolo County Resource Conservation District
Lynne Nittler Don Saylor TS & L Seed Company Yolo Farmstand

Northwest Hydraulic Consultants Dave & Ann Scheuring Joe Turkovich Jack & Jo Crescent Young

Nuggett Market Tom Scharffenberger & Victoria Simonds Tony & Joan Turkovich

Osteria Fasulo Mary Ellen Sherman Charles & Kathryn Tyson

John Ott Sierra Orchards Geerat & Edith Vermeij

Donald Palm Chris & Casey Sinclair Dick & Shipley Walters

22| W. Court Street, Suite 5,Woodland, CA 95695 | Phone: (530) 662-1110 | Fax: (530) 669-3020 | www.YoloLandTrust.org




